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BIG Health Consortium™ Guiding Principles

Linking research and care to make personalized medicine a reality
1. We believe that we are on the cusp of a new 21st century biomedical paradigm, known as Personalized Medicine, which promises major benefits to individuals and to the health care enterprise.

2. The BIG Health Consortium™ is a mega-community, open to all organizations that come together with the goal of making Personalized Medicine a reality. 

3. Progress in science and technology is at a pivotal moment where we have an opportunity to form new relationships, to design new systems, and to transform an outmoded and inefficient health care enterprise.  
4. There is an essential unity of research and care in the biomedical enterprise, which must be leveraged in order to achieve the benefits of Personalized Medicine.

5. The new paradigm requires the engagement of all healthcare constituencies as part of an ecosystem, as well as system-wide changes across all sectors in the healthcare and biomedical establishment.

6. The ecosystem must be self-sustaining, but may not resemble any existing business models currently utilized in biomedicine. 
7. 21st Biomedicine must embrace the novel organizational and communication models empowered by advancements in the internet and the world wide web
8. Information sharing—empowered by Information Technology—is a prerequisite to successful healthcare delivery and biomedical research and is the lifeblood of Personalized Medicine. 
9. We believe that empowering consumers in their own healthcare is critical to the new paradigm.
10. Given the urgency of the problems, Biomedicine must be biased toward action, rapidly experimenting and transparently disseminating failures and success in both organizational approaches and findings.
11. We believe that the goals of the BIG Health Consortium™ require the active participation of individuals and organizations working collaboratively, who respect and adhere to these Guiding Principles.
12. BIG Health Consortium™ conducts all its activities with as much transparency as is possible and with integrity, respect for its members, and deference to the privacy and confidentiality of participants.
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